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n . RELATED APPALS AND IN TERFERENCES 

Based on information and belief, there are no appeals or interferences that could directly 
affect or be directly affected by or have a bearing on the decision by the Board of Patent Appeals 
and Interferences in the pending appeal. 
HI. STATUS OF CLAIMS 

Claims 10, 12, 15-16, 21-22, 24, 29-30, and 32-56 are pending in the subject application. 
Claims 1-9, 11, 13-14, 17-20, 23, 25-28, and 31 have been cancelled. Claims 10, 12, 15-16, 21-22, 
24, 29-30, and 32 are allowable. Claims 33-36, 39, 41-44, 47, 49-52, and 55 have been rejected. 
Claims 37-38, 40, 45-46, 48, 53-54, and 56 have been objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim. Appeal is taken from the Examiner's rejection of claims 33-36, 39, 41-44, 47, 49-52, 
and 55. 

IV . STATUS OF AMENDMENT S AFTER FINAL REJECTION 

A final Office action was mailed on September 11, 2002. In response to the final Office 
action, applicants filed an amendment after final rejection on November 12, 2002 canceling claims 
1-9, 11, 13-14, 17-20, 23, 25-28, and 31 and rewriting claims 10, 12, 15, 21-22, 24, 29-30, and 32 in 
independent form. The Examiner indicated in an advisory action mailed on November 26, 2002 that, 
for purposes of Appeal, this amendment after final rejection would not be entered. After telephone 
discussions with the applicants' attorney regarding the amendment after final rejection, the Examiner 
faxed a second Advisory Action on December 4, 2002, which indicated that, for purposes of Appeal, 
the amendment after final rejection would be entered. 
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V. SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is defined by the pending claims and their equivalents. The present 
section of the Appeal Brief is set forth merely to comply with the requirements of 37 C.F.R. § 
1.192(c)(5) and is not intended to limit the pending claims in any way. See M.P.E.P. § 1206. 

An embodiment of a method for accessing virtual tables is shown in Figure 1. A virtual table 
is a table that is not physically materialized in the database as illustrated by the embodiment shown 
in Figure 1 in which a data source 102 is identified and a record 1 14 within the data source 102 is 
associated with a virtual table 100. (Specification pg. 7, 11. 3-6; pg. 8, 11. 5-6). The record 1 14 is 
then accessed and the virtual table 100 is logically populated with the record 1 14. (Specification pg. 
8, 11. 6-8). The present claims are directed to a virtual table 100 that is not defined with database 
metadata. (Specification pg. 7, 11. 13-15). Metadata is information that describes and defines other 
structures and data in the database system. The basic definitional basis for many structures, such as 
tables in a typical database system, are maintained using metadata. Because database metadata is so 
foundational to the integrity of a database system, there are normally severe limitations upon the 
extent of access permitted to the database metadata. Since the presently claimed invention provides 
a virtual table that can be implemented without being defined with metadata, one advantage 
provided by this approach is that virtual tables can be implemented and/or altered even if the user 
does not have full privileges to access system metadata. 

VI. ISSUE 

The issue presented is whether claims 33-36, 39, 41-44, 47, 49-52, and 55 are patentable over 
U.S. Patent 6,275,824 issued to O'Flaherty et al. under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e). 
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VII. GROUPING O F THE CLAIMS 

Claims 33-36, 39, 41-44, 47, 49-52, and 55 stand or fall together. Claim 33 is the 
representative claim. 

VIII. ARGUMENTS 

In the final Office action of September 1 1, 2002, the Examiner rejected claims 33-36, 39, 41- 
44, 47, 49-52, and 55 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 6,275,824 issued 
to O'Flaherty et al. (hereinafter "O'Flaherty"). 

Claim 33 is representative of the rejected claims. Claim 33 recites "associating a record 
within said data source to a virtual table, wherein said virtual table is not defined with database 
metadata." Thus, in claim 33, a virtual table is not defined using database metadata. In contrast, 
O'Flaherty discloses: 

One important capability of a database management system is the ability to 
Ar.r™ a virtual ta M* ™H save that d efinition in the database as metadata with a user- 
defined name. 

(Col. 4, 11. 7-10) (emphasis added). Hence, O'Flaherty teaches that a virtual table is defined using 
database metadata, which is the exact opposite of claim 33. 

However, the Examiner maintains that O'Flaherty discloses the "associating a record within 
said data source to a virtual table, wherein said virtual table is not defined with database metadata ." 
In particular, the Examiner states: 
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O'Flaherty teaches a process for accessing a virtual table comprising . . . 
associating a record within said data source to a virtual table, said virtual table is not 
defined with database metadata (column 4, lines 13-27 and column 10, lme 66 - 
column 11, line 2). 

(September 11, 2002 Office action at page 4). 

The first cited passage of O'Flaherty disclose: 

As a virtual table, a dataview is not physically materialized anywhere in the 
database until it is needed. All accesses to data, (with the possible exception of data 
access for administrative purposes) is accomplished through dataviews. To 
implement a variety of privacy rules, a suite of a plurality of dataviews is provided 
Metadata about th e, privacy dataviews (including the dataview name, names and data 
types of the dataview columns, and the method by which the rows are to be derived) 
ZtnreA persistent l y in the database metadata , but the actual data presented by the 
view is not physically stored anywhere in association with the derived table. Instead, 
the data itself is stored in a persistent base table, and the view's rows are derived from 
the base table. 

(Col. 4, 11. 13-27) (emphasis added). 

The second passage of O'Flaherty further discloses: 

The dataviews in the dataview suite 108 of the present invention generate 
SQL statements that selectively pull appropriate columns and rows from the base 
tables into the result table. 

(Col. 10, 1. 66 to col. 11,1. 2). 

Not only do the cited passages not disclose "associating a record within said data source to a 
virtual table, wherein ^ virtiMl table is r« with database metadata" as recited in claim 33, 

the first cited passage actually teaches the exact opposite. In particular, O'Flaherty discloses «[a]s a 
virtual table, a dataview is not physically materialized anywhere .... Metadata about the privacy 
datav iews . . . i« ^red patently the database metadata." (Col. 4, 11. 13-22) (emphasis added). 

In the advisory action faxed on December 4, 2002, the Examiner maintains: 



52097003.3/21039-7036/OID-1999-67-01 



5 




• 



Patent 
241/288 
21039-7036 



O'Flaherty's teachings reads on Applicant's claim language of "associating a 
record [sic] within said data source to . . . the database as metadata." O'Flaherty's 
metadata about privacy view clearly teaches applicant's claim language above. 

(December 4, 2002 Advisory action at page 2). However, claim 33 does not recite "associating a 
record within said data source to . . . the database as metadata." Claim 33 recites "associating a 
record within said data source to a virtual table, wherein said virtual table is not defined with 
database metadata ." Yet, inexplicably, the Examiner rejects claim 33 based on O'Flaherty. 
O'Flaherty does not disclose "associating a record within said data source to a virtual table, wher 
said virtual table is not defined with database metadata ." Applicants respectfully submit that clai 
33 is patentable over O'Flaherty. 

IX. CONCLUSION 

For the above reasons, applicants respectfully submit that rejection of claims 33-36, 39, A 
44, 47, 49-52, and 55 based on 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) has been overcome. Accordingly, applicants 
request that the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences overrule the Examiner and allow claii 
33-36, 39, 41-44, 47, 49-52, and 55. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Bingham McCutchen LLP 



Dated: 



2-11-03 




Erin C. Ming 
Reg. No. 47,797 



Three Embarcadero Center, Suite 1800 
San Francisco, CA 941 1 1 -4067 
Telephone: (650) 849-4904 
Telefax: (650) 849-4800 
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APPENDIX A: Claims Appealed 

33. A method for accessing a virtual table comprising: 

identifying a data source; . 

defined with database metadata; 
accessing said record; and 

logically populating said virtual table with said record. 

34. Themethodofclaim33inwhichsaidrecord 1 saccessedbasedupondatadescript^ 

information for said record. 

35. Themethodofclaim33inwmchauser-defmedfunctionisu S edto^ 

36. The method of claim 33 further comprising: 
identifying a second data source; 

associating a second record within said second data source to said virtual table; 
accessing said second record; and 

logically populating said virtual table with said second record. 

39 . Them ethodofc^ 
virtual table. 

4, A computer program product that inciudcs a medium usable by a processor, the medium 

said pLessor to execute a method for accessing a virtua, table, said method compnsmg: 

identifying a data source; . 

defined with database metadata; 
accessing said record; and 

logically populating said virtual table with said record. 

^ * f loi^Ai in which said record is accessed based upon data 
42. The computer program product of claim 41 in which sam 

description information for said record. 
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43. . The computer program product of claim 41 in which a user-defined function is used to access 
said virtual table. 

44. * The computer program product of claim 4 1 further comprising: 

identifying a second data source; 

associating a second record within said second data source to said virtual table; 
accessing said second record; and 

logically populating said virtual table with said second record. 

47. The computer program product of claim 41 in which a data manipulation operation is 
performed against said virtual table. 

49. A system for accessing a virtual table comprising: 
means for identifying a data source; 

means for associating a record within said data source to a virtual table, wherein said virtual 
table is not defined with database metadata; 
means for accessing said record; and 

means for logically populating said virtual table with said record. 

50. The system of claim 49 in which said record is accessed based upon data description 
information for said record. 

51. The system of claim 49 in which a user-defined function is used to access said virtual table. 

52. The system of claim 49 further comprising: 
means for identifying a second data source; 

means for associating a second record within said second data source to said virtual table; 
means for accessing said second record; and 

means for logically populating said virtual table with said second record. 

55 . The system of claim 49 in which a data manipulation operation is performed against said 
virtual table. 
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